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Preface

I see and 1 forger. 1 bear and I remember. 1 do and I understand.

—Confucius

Word study involves “doing” things with words—examining, manipulating, comparing, and
categorizing—and offers students the opportunity to make their own discoveries about how
words work, When teachers use this practical, hands-on way to study words with students,
they create tasks that focus students’ attention on critical features of words: sound, pattern,
and meaning.

Words Their Way is a developmental approach to phonics, vocabulary, and spelling instruc-
tion. Guided by an informed interpretation of spelling errors and other literacy behaviors,
Werds Their Way offers a systematic, teacher-directed, child-centered plan for the study of
words from kindergarten to high school. Step by step, the chapters explain exactly how to
provide effective word study instruction. The keys to this research-based approach are know-
ing your students’ literacy progress, organizing for instruction, and implementing word study.
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