Introduction

Fusion Reading is a two-year program designed to improve the reading
skills of struggling adolescent readers. As such, it provides students
with the skills they need to quickly become competent readers. In
addition, it introduces students to award-winning books that are
relevant to their lives and the problems they face. The program’s goal
is ambitious: to turn nonreaders into individuals who devour books
and the knowledge they contain.

Fusion Reading is a comprehensive, research-based program that has
been rigorously field tested in numerous studies. The results have been
impressive. On standardized measures, students who participated in
Fusion Reading significantly increased their ability to comprehend
what they read and to read more fluently. Detailed research reports are
located at http://www.kucrl.org/.

Fusion Reading consists of several different instructor’s manuals.
Each manual was developed in direct response to a study analyzing
the needs of struggling readers.

The first manual in Fusion Reading is Establish the Course.
This manual contains lesson plans for introducing and concluding the
program in Years 1 and 2. Year 1 lesson plans introduce students to
the daily lesson format that will be followed throughout the two-year
program. This includes

= Warm-up, a 5-minute daily activity designed to get students
thinking about what they're learning;

= Thinking Reading, a daily activity in which you and your students
strategically read a novel aloud as a group;

= Direct Instruction, the primary means by which students learn
the skills and strategies of Fusion Reading;

= The Vocabulary Process, a 7-step process that students can use to
figure out the meaning of unknown words; and

= Wrap-up, a 5-minute period in which students quickly review

what they learned in class and prepare for leaving the class.

In addition, Establish the Course quickly introduces a set of
classroom procedures and gives students a chance to practice them.
As such, a class structure is quickly established and students learn the
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procedures they need to follow throughout the course. Finally, reading
extension takes place through out-of-class Book Study.

Other instructor’s manuals in Fusion Reading include

= The Vocabulary Process, an online compilation of 360 critical
vocabulary words, an analysis of those words’ roots, prefixes, and
suffixes, plus ready-to-give quizzes and answer keys;

® Possible Selves for Readers, a motivation strategy that helps
students understand the connection between becoming expert
readers and how that impacts their futures;

® The Prediction Strategy, a reading strategy that teaches students
to make predictions before and while they read;

* The Bridging Strategy, a reading strategy that teaches students
how to phonetically pronounce multisyllabic words;

®» The Summarization Strategy, a reading strategy that teaches
students to summarize what they read;

* Strategy Integration, instruction on how to use all reading
strategies together; and

= The PASS Strategy, instruction on how students can do well on
state assessments.

In addition to the above instructor’s manuals, three different
student books are included in Fusion Reading. The books contain
expository and narrative reading materials for student practice of The
Bridging Strategy, The Prediction Strategy, and The Summarization
Strategy. Answer keys exist for all of these practice materials. The
answer keys for The Prediction Strategy and The Summarization
Strategy are located in their corresponding instructor’s manuals; The
Bridging Strategy answer key is available as a downloadable PDF.

During the first year of Fusion Reading, instruction should begin with
Establish the Course, specifically, with the lesson plans found in the
“Establish Year 1” section. This instruction will take between two to
four weeks, depending upon the length and frequency of your class
periods, how much testing your district requires at the beginning of
the year, and how long it takes to complete the first Thinking Reading
novel. As part of this instruction, students begin learning critical
vocabulary, using the words and quizzes found in the online manual,
The Vocabulary Process. Since vocabulary instruction is built into every
program in Fusion Reading, The Vocabulary Process online manual is
used with all other instructor’s manuals.
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